PRESENT AND FUTURE

OF UIS CAVE RESCUE COMMISSION

HEGEDUS, Gyula

14th International Cave Rescue Conference
Ramales de la Victoria/Cantabria/Spain
6-9 June, 2024



It is necessary to formulate what we want from the CRC,
how it can help the community of cave rescuers
worldwide. The individual member countries and
organizations must formulate what would be useful for
them.

In addition, it is also important how the members of the
CRC can help, and what kind of contribution they can offer
in order to achieve the jointly defined goals, who and how
can support the work of the CRC.
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https://uis-speleo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/UIS-
Recommendations-for-Cave-Rescue.pdf
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UNION INTERNATIONALE DE SPELEOLOGIE

. . Al CAVE RESCUE COMMISSION
- COMMISSION des SPELEO - SECOURS

A& KOMMISSION fiir HOHLENRETTUNG

UIS GOVERNMENTAL RECOMMENDATION
ON CAVE RESCUES

(Aggtelek Agreement)

The representives of the 26 countries present at the 11t UIS Conference of Cave Rescue support certain
basic recommendations concerning cave rescue operations.

1. Only experienced cavers should create cave rescue teams. The specific cave environment
requires that all underground rescuers are experienced cavers.

2. Cave Rescue teams perform a public service. The state has the responsibility for the safety of all.
Both cavers and non-cavers will be rescued.

3. The governments have the primary responsibility to provide the means for rescue operations.
Cave rescue organisations can offer the appropriate skills. Agreement, either formal or informal,
between government and organisations, and the possible consequential financial support should
promote the equal provision of a cave rescue service.

4. In case of an incident or accident, assistance in general is free. Cave rescue costs could also be
borne by the state.

5. Cave rescuers as citizens have a duty to pay their taxes. As a member of rescue teams they must
attend specialised training and often have to supply their own equipment for rescue. We feel
that having paid twice we should not pay a third time for rescue or for insurance cover.

6. Because cave rescue is carried out by volunteers the costs are relatively low. In all countries cave
accidents are relatively few, so providing paid professional cave rescuers is far too expensive.

7. Cavers have developed techniques that have been shared with other rescue services. The
training of these cave rescue techniques has been carried out by cavers.

8. The cave rescue techniques have been developed and proven safe through scientific testing and
practical experience carried out by cavers. Legislation applicable to the industrial environment
is not necessarily compatible with the practice of cave rescue operations.

9. We greatly appreciate any support provided by governments for caving purposes including
scientific research, exploration, tourism, education and rescue.

Aggtelek, 18t May 2007

Austria
Belgium
Bosnia Herczegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Czech Republic
Espana
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Italia
Japan
Lebanon
Mexico
Montenegro
New-Zealand
Norway
Poland
Puerto Rico
Romania
Serbia
Slovenia
Sweden
United Kingdom
USA



Survey (after 17 years)

Questionnaire for Aggtelek Agreement

https://uis-speleo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/U1S-Recommendations-for-Cave-Rescue.pdf

1. Who is/are responsible for cave rescue in your country?

How many cave rescue teams are in your country?
What is/are the status/institutional background of the cave rescue team(s) — professional(s), volunteer(s) etc.?

2. Cave rescue teams are specialized only for cave rescue or are they doing other search and rescue activities?
3. What are the relationships between government(al institutions and authorities) and cave rescue teams?

4. Who finance the rescue operations (victims, insurance companies, government etc.)

5. What is the financial background of cave rescue teams?

6. How many cave accidents are in your country in a year?
What was the average number of cave accidents in a year in the past 10 years?
What was the largest number of cave accidents in a year in the past past 10 years?
What was the lowest number of cave accidents in a year in the past past 10 years?

7. What is the legal background of cave rescue? Are there any qualification requirements for cave rescuers?

8.  Are there any codified and specialized requirements for used techniques, equipments etc. in case of cave rescue?

9. What is/are the state/government provided support(s) for caving purposes including scientific research, exploration,
tourism, education and rescue?

Thanks for your help and 1’d be happy to get the answers by ............. 2024.


https://uis-speleo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/UIS-Recommendations-for-Cave-Rescue.pdf

No contact

Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Bosnia & Hercegovina
Brazil

Bulgaria
Canada

China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Czech Republic
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary

India
Indonesia
Iran IR
Israel

Italy

Japan
Kyrgyzstan
Lebanon
Lithuania
Libya
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Philippines
Poland

Portugal
Puerto Rico
Romania
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom
USA
Venezuela
Vietnam

with 8 countries
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